
Dear Friends and Family,       December 28, 2020 
     We hope that your Christmas Day was joyful – and that you were at least able to connect 
with family from a distance if not in person!  We are so very thankful to have finally made it 
to the U.S. and to have been able to celebrate Christmas in Michigan with our son, daughter-
in-law and our three beautiful grandchildren.   
     Through the months of September and October, I (Debbie) continued to do my physical 
therapy and was able to start partial weight-bearing and then on to walking mostly on my 
own.  It was such a pleasure to finally be able to make myself a cup of tea and then carry it 
myself back to my chair to drink it!  Les was very busy during those months as the hospital 
patient numbers kept growing and the doctor numbers were down.  (If you don’t already, 
check our blog and “follow” for more stories)  https://dornonnepalmission.wordpress.com/ 
     We had tickets to come to the U.S. on Oct. 30 and were really looking forward to it!  
Especially since our grandson had been born on Sept 27 – seven weeks early!  He had to 
spend time in the NICU, but was able to come home on Nov 3 and is continuing to grow and 
do well.  However, when friends who had traveled out of Nepal were refused entrance back 
into the country on Oct 23, we started to re-think our plans.  Because of the uncertainties of 
re-entry, and because Les was so busy at the hospital, we cancelled those tickets. 
     In spite of our disappointment, it seemed we had made the right decision and Les felt as if 
he was making a real difference at the hospital.  I was starting to get out of the house more 
and to meet with small groups and friends again.  Until November 22.   
     That day, the hospital agreement with the government (already extended twice) ran out 
again.  This time, there was no extension, and no last-minute reprieve.  All of the expats had 
to stop working.  This was very difficult and hard to understand – why would the government 
stop doctors from working in the middle of a pandemic??!! 
     There seem to be a couple of reasons for the difficulties – first, the regional government is 
taking over more responsibilities (from the national government) – but no one is really sure 
who should be in charge of what!  The hospital has been working on getting recognized as a 
regional hospital – but the paperwork involved is quite amazing.  Also – the work needed at 
the national level was slowed due both to the pandemic, and also to the 2 Hindu holidays of 
Dasai and Tihar which happened during the months of Oct and Nov. 
     So – we thought, “Surely our work permits will come through in a week or two…”  But, we 
were wrong.  So – on December 4, we made a last-minute decision to fly to the U.S. on Dec 
10.  That way we could quarantine ourselves after the plane trip and then have Christmas 
with family.  This was a real gift for us, and we are thankful.  Part of the gift was also that our 
tickets were complimentary – from Qatar Airlines for healthcare workers around the world!  
(We applied and were able to get a set of the tickets!) Thank you, Qatar Air! 
     Today, we just heard that the work permits have finally come through!  That means our 
expat colleagues who remained in Tansen will now be able to work again, and we will be able 
once again serve when we get back to Nepal (hopefully early Feb).  Thanks for any who have 
prayed for this process – and continued prayers are needed. 
     Before we left Nepal, we did a couple of “virtual itinerations”. We know that some of you 
were able to join us for those, and we thank you!  But, we realize that for some, the times 
were difficult.  So – here are the links to the recordings of our talks if you are interested. 
   

https://dornonnepalmission.wordpress.com/


    Debbie’s -  https://vimeo.com/showcase/7323146?page=5 

     Les’s -  https://vimeo.com/showcase/7323146?page=6 

Just go to the page, and find our name and click on the video. 
     We also did a very short greeting (if you just want a 5-minute presentation as opposed to 
20 minutes!) and you can see that here: (This is from a supporting church’s page) 
     http://www.myfumc.net/links-resources/ 
It is hard for us to believe that 2020 is almost over. 
     This year, your support has given us so much peace, hope, love, and joy.  Our work is only 
possible because of your prayers and generous gifts. 
     You have been with us in mission together all year, and we look forward to the privilege of 
continuing this in the year to come.   And – we hope to be able to gather with you again! 
     The work of Tansen Mission Hospital has continued on over this past month even without 
our physical presence, with the Nepali doctors doing what they could while the missionaries 
were all waiting for their work permits.  But it could only do so because of your prayers and 
gifts.  Here is a Christmas greeting from the Mission Hospitals in Nepal.      
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iC5nJihS3ks  
     May 2021 bring blessings – and may we remember to be thankful for all that we have! 
 

Much love, Debbie & Les Dornon 
 

 
Ladies study together….                                  Les turns 60! 

 
  American Thanksgiving in Tansen                 with appropriate desserts! 

https://vimeo.com/showcase/7323146?page=5
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7323146?page=6
http://www.myfumc.net/links-resources/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iC5nJihS3ks


Househelpers 

Pre-Christmas  

Gathering. 

 
  On the plane!                                              Socially distanced Christmas meal…. With 

                                                                             Debbie’s parents.            

 
   Grandkids! 

PLEASE REMEMBER NOT TO POST ON SOCIAL MEDIA!  Sharing with friends is fine. 


